Minutes of monthly meeting of Ardee Town Council held in Mid-Louth Civic Services Centre, Fairgreen, on Wednesday 10th November 2010 at 7.30 pm
Cathaoirleach: 
Councillor Padraig McKenny
Other Members:
Councillors Michael Farrelly, Leonard Hatrick, Dolores Minogue, Fintan Malone, Jim Tenanty, Mary Kavanagh, Finnan McCoy, Pearse McGeough.


Officials:

Joe McGuinness, Town Manager

Mairead Duffy, Town Clerk






Paul Gallagher, Senior Executive Engineer


In Attendance:
Brian Walsh, Museum Curator





Mary Deery, Administrative Officer

-------------------------------

MINUTE 95/10

Vote of Sympathy
Cllr McKenny proposed a vote of sympathy to the family of Stephen Hanaphy who tragically died in Ardee recently, 2nd by Cllr Malone.

MINUTE 96/10
Minutes
The minutes of the monthly meeting held on 13th October 2010 were approved by the Members on the proposal of Cllr Malone, seconded by Cllr Farrelly.
MINUTE 97/10
Ardee Castle
Brian Walsh gave a presentation to members updating them on progress to date paying particular attention to the following:

· Exhibition panels installed

· Heritage Week

· Architectural Survey

· Accessibility Audit

· H&S Audit

In response to Cllr McCoy, B Walsh advised that the issue of Judges Quarters is being looked at and he assured Cllr McCoy that all work will be carried out effectively and efficiently.
Cllr Malone commended B Walsh on his presentation and congratulated him on successful events during Heritage Week.  In response to Cllr Malone, B Walsh advised that due to building work requirements the original completion timeframe has been extended.  He also told Cllr Malone that the return of artefacts to the town would be easier achieved once a display area is available.
Cllr McGeough suggested a link be forged with the East Border Region Kiosk at Dublin Airport.  Cllr McCoy suggested.

Cllr McKenny thanked B Walsh for his presentation and his enthusiastic approach to the project.  He spoke of Ardee Castle as a community project with previous funding from various groups, including Ardee Town Council.

MINUTE 98/10
Age Friendly Initiative
Mary Deery gave a presentation to members on Louth as an Age Friendly County focusing on Ardee going forward through Housing, Transport and Safety & Security strategies.
In response to Cllr Malone, M Deery advised that they will be looking at housing schemes being introduced over the next 5 years.
Cllr McGeough referred to the contribution the Age Friendly workshop made to the draft Development Plan and said that the great interest in the project showed the need for it.

Cllr McKenny thanked M Deery for her presentation and said that the project had the full support of Ardee Town Council.

MINUTE 99/10

Town Twinning
Cllr Tenanty advised members he met with Louth Leader to discuss funding.   Further research and discussions are required.
Minute 100/10

Notice of Motion
5.1 From Cllr. Tenanty
“that the Town Council in association with the schools in the town set aside one day in the week for all kids to walk or cycle to school as a health & fun activity”.
Cllr McKenny advised that this initiative is already in place.  Cllr Tenanty suggested a drop-off area be set aside.  J McGuinness agreed to forward the motion to the Environment Section of Louth County Council to be dealt with as part of the Green School Campaign.
5.2 From Cllr. Tenanty

“that this Town Council ask AMAI and others organising conferences to change the signing in at conferences, that all Councillors attend all of the sessions and should sign in to each one.”

Motion 2nd by Cllr McGeough.  All agreed.

MINUTE 101/10

Notice of Motion from Other Councils

· Clones Town Council – Supported
· Monaghan Town Council – Supported

· Donegal County Council – Supported

· Donegal County Council – Supported

· New Ross Town Council – Supported
MINUTE 102/10

Correspondence

Letterkenny Town Council – Noted
MINUTE 103/10
AOB
Halloween Event – Cllr McKenny thanked members for their participation in event on Halloween night.  He also thanked St Mary’s GFC, An Garda Siochana, the Order of Malta and the students from the Community School who helped out.
Cllr McKenny congratulated De la Salle Mulladrillin on their recent Town Improvement Award.  He also wishes Ardee Baroque Festival luck for the coming weekend events.

Cllr McKenny informed members of the St Patrick’s Day Committee AGM to take place 16th November.

Anti-social Behavior – Cllr McCoy appealed to parents to keep an eye on their children and be aware of  where they are after vandalism and anti-social behaviour on Halloween night.  Cllr McCoy told member that only a small percentage of young people are causing problems.

Cllr Malone agreed that the issue needs to be addressed.  Cllr McKenny advised that the matter was discussed at the JPC meeting.  Cllr McGeough said that the Gardai need the assistance of the public.   
Public Lightling – Cllr McCoy spoke of a light on the Dundalk Road which has now been repaired.
Flooding – Paul Gallagher, in response to Cllr Malone, advised that Council Staff are clearing the leaves as quick as they can and said that help from the public in clearing gullies outside their premises would be greatly appreciated.  A discussion followed as to the responsibility of tree owners in the clear up of leaves.
Sign – Cllr McGeough asked that the sign for Sean O Carroll Street be re-erected.  
Commemoration – Cllr Malone advised that the Old IRA Commemoration would take place on 16th November and all members are invited. 

Potholes  – Cllr Tenanty reported a pothole on the Dundalk Rd.  Cllr Minogue reported a pothole at Muleinstown.
NFLAS – Cllr Hatrick delivered a report from the NFLAS Seminar  
Budget Meeting – A Budget Meeting date was set for 8th December on the proposal of Cllr McKenny, seconded by Cllr McCoy.
Meeting Notices – Cllr McKenny advised members of a Sliabh Breagh Residents Association meeting to take place 11th November.  He also invited any member interested in attending a forum to discuss Walled Town Day events for 2011 to contact Mairead Duffy.
Cathaoirleach Padraig McKenny thanked members for their co-operation.
That concluded the meeting.

Signed:
____________________

Dated:
_____________



Chairman
